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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 COLOMB 00448 270734Z 
ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO INR-07 NSAE-00 
PA-01 USIA-06 PRS-01 SP-02 MCT-01 /029 W 

049001 280328Z/73 

R 261101Z JAN 78 
FM AMEMBASSY COLOMBO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9395 

CONFIDENTIAL COLOMBO 0448 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, CE 

SUB J : COMMUNAL INCIDENT IN GALLE 

1 . LOCAL PRESS JANUARY 23 CARRIED REPORTS OF A COMMUNAL 
INCIDENT IN GALLE BETWEEN MUSLIMS AND SINHALESE. ACCORDING 
TO AN EMBASSY SOURCE, A SINHALESE "GANG" FOR SEVERAL MONTHS 
HAD BEEN FORCING MUSLIM SHOPKEEPERS TO PAY PROTECTION MONEY. 
WHEN MUSLIMS FINALLY OBJECTED AND REFUSD TO PAY, SINHALESE 
"GANG" ATTACKED SOME MUSLIMS AND BURNED SEVERAL MUSLIM SHOPS. 
SOME MUSLIMSOWERE INJURED, BUT THERE WERE NO REPORTS OF 
DEATHS. 

2. GOVERNMENT SENT A SPECIAL TEAM TO GALLE ON JANUARY 23 
AND THE SITUATION WAS QUICKLY BROUGHT UNDER CONTROL. 

WRIGGINS 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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